
National Governors Association – Governor Biography and Photo Update

Below is your governor’s biography page as it appears on the NGA Web site.  Please review it, and make any 
changes on this document.  It would be helpful if changes or additions could be distinguished in bold or using 
the track changes feature in Word.  Once changes are complete, please save this document and then send it as an
attachment to nguilford@nga.org or abenefico@nga.org.

In addition, please review the photo NGA currently has for your governor.  If you wish to provide a new 
picture, please send a high resolution photo as an attachment to nguilford@nga.org or abenefico@nga.org.

If you have any questions regarding these updates, please contact Alison Benefico at 202/624-5408.

Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour

Born:  October 22, 1947
Birth State:  Mississippi
Party:  Republican
Spouse:  Marsha Barbour 
Family:  Married Marsha Dickson; two sons
Religion:  Presbyterian
School(s):  University of Mississippi
Address: P.O. Box 139
Jackson, MS
39205
Phone: 601/359-3150
Fax: 601/359-3741

HALEY BARBOUR was born in Yazoo City, Mississippi. He earned a law degree from the University of 
Mississippi Law School in 1973. He advised President Ronald Reagan as Director of the White House 
Office of Political Affairs, and served two terms as Chairman of the Republican National Committee. 
Prior to his election as governor, he headed Barbour Griffith and Rogers, one of the nation’s top 
lobbying firms. In November 2003, Barbour was elected Mississippi’s governor in the largest voter 
turnout in a gubernatorial election in state history. 

As Governor, Barbour has enacted the most comprehensive tort reform in the nation, restoring 
balance for plaintiffs and defendants in the state’s civil justice system. He implemented, “Momentum 
Mississippi,” an update to the state’s long-range economic development strategy. Mississippi has now 
seen the largest increase in net new jobs since 1999 and the largest increase in personal income 
since 1998. He also initiated the most comprehensive overhaul of workforce training and development
programs in state history. 

Barbour implemented across-the-board reforms in public education with new laws that reward teacher
and school performance, reduce state bureaucracy and strengthen discipline. Also, during his term 
funding has increased by record levels for public education from K-12 through community colleges 
and the state’s universities and colleges. He saved the Medicaid program for truly needy recipients, 
emphasizing preventative care and implementing the strongest anti-fraud plan in the history of 
Mississippi Medicaid. Barbour and the legislature passed six pro-life laws that make Mississippi “the 
safest place in America for an unborn child,” according to a national right-to-life organization. 

In the face of the worst natural disaster in American history – Hurricane Katrina, which struck on 
August 29, 2005 – Governor Barbour took the lead early on helping Mississippians rebuild and recover.
He and First Lady Marsha Barbour worked tirelessly and innovatively with local, state and national 
leadership to tap into many resources of assistance for victims of Hurricane Katrina. Barbour created 
the Governor’s Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding, and Renewal to develop a broad vision for 
opportunities to help South Mississippi rebuild bigger and better than ever. For his leadership after 
Katrina, Governor Barbour was awarded the Thomas Jefferson Freedom Award. He was also named 
Governor of the Year by Washington, D.C.-based Governing magazine and awarded the Gulf Guardian 
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Award by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for his work to rebuild and protect sensitive Coast
ecosystems.

Governor Barbour has served as a deacon in the First Presbyterian Church of Yazoo City, where he has
taught Sunday school. He and his wife Marsha have two sons, Sterling and Reeves, and three 
grandchildren.


